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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


1.  GENERAL,  STATISTICS 

Area  (Statute  Acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,717 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate,  June,  1950)  15,140 

Population  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,901 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (per  Rate  Book)  ...  4,351 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £87,580 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  £353  16s.  9d. 

Total  Rates  in  the  £ ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19  2d. 

2.  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Males  Females  Total 

Live  Births — -Legitimate  ...  113  123  236 

Illegitimate  ...  4 5 9 

Stillbirths...  ...  ...  ...  2 5 7 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  ...  ...  ...  28.0 

Birth  rate  per  1 ,000  population  ...  ...  ...  16.2 

Males  Females  Total 
Deaths  86  78  164 

Death-Rate  per  1000  population  ...  ...  ...  10  8 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  ...  ...  8 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  33.0 

Deaths  from  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria, 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  31 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  1950 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
I rlam  Urban  District  Council. 

I have  to  submit  my  report  on  the  health  of  the  district  for 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1950. 

There  was  an  increase  of  forty-five  in  the  notifications  of 
infectious  diseases  compared  with  the  previous  year.  This  was 
mainly  due  to  the  large  number  of  cases  of  sonne  dysentery  to 
which  reference  is  made  in  the  report. 

There  was  a considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  reported  during  the  year  eighteen  against  fifty-two, 
but  there  were  more  cases  of  measles — fifty-seven  compared  with 
twenty-seven. 

The  general  death  rate  showed  a slight  increase  on  that  fo. 
1949.  The  number  of  infant  deaths  was  the  same  as  last  year  and 
there  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes.  No  deaths  occurred 
from  acute  infectious  diseases  except  one  case  of  poliomyelitis. 

I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  and  assist- 
ance I have  received  from  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  the  Officers  of  the  Council  and  in  particular  of  Mr.  I,.  Hall 
and  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department. 

I am, 

Yours  obediently, 

A.  V.  STOCKS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
I REAM. 


July,  1951. 
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PHYSICAL  AND  SOCIAL. 


The  county  district  of  Irlam  in  Lancashire  is  roughly  square 
in  formation,  with  sides  over  three  and  a half  miles  long. 

The  district  boundaries  on  the  North  march  with  those  of 
Tvldesley,  Worsley  and  Leigh,  on  the  .South  with  the  Manchester 
Ship  Canal,  on  the  Hast  with  Eccles  and  on  the  West  with  the  banks 
of  the  River  Glaze. 

The  residents  are  thus  provided  with  an  area  quasi-rural  in 
character,  which  makes  a relieving  contrast  to  the  industrial  nature 
of  the  district  on  its  southern  borders. 

A variety  of  industries  is  carried  on  in  the  district.  The  following 
list  is  a brief  summary:  — 

Steel  and  iron  works,  soap  works,  margarine  and  lard  manu- 
factories, coal  tips,  tar  works,  wallpaper  works,  basket  works, 
general  engineering  and  market  gardening. 

No  conditions  of  occupation  or  environment  which  appear 
to  have  had  a prejudicial  effect  on  health  were  noted  during  the 
year. 


POPULATION. 

The  resident  population  of  Irlam  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  in  June,  1950,  was  15,140,  an  increase  of  2239  over  the 
1931  Census  figures. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  during  the  year  was  81. 

In  addition  to  the  resident  population  large  numbers  from 
outside  the  district  journey  daily  to  and  from  the  various  works  in 
the  district. 


BIRTHS. 

Boys  117  Girls  128;  Total  245. 

The  total  number  of  births  belonging  to  the  district  after 
the  necessary  adjustments  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  was  245. 

This  gave  a birth  rate  of  16.2  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as 
against  16.9  for  the  previous  year. 

The  birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  for  1950  was  15.8. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


The  infant  mortality  rate  at  33  per  1,000  live  births  is  slightly 
greater  than  the  previous  year  (.‘II),  and  slightly  above  that  for 
lvngland  and  Wales.  It  is,  however,  considerably  less  than  the 
average  for  the  past  5 years,  namely  41.4. 

The  reduction  in  infant  mortality  which  has  been  achieved 
during  the  past  half  century  has  been  mainly  among  children  over 
one  month  old.  Among  these  children  the  mortality  is  now  about 
30  per  cent  of  what  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  century  whilst  the 
mortality  under  one  month  of  age  is  still  about  70  per  cent  of  the 
mortality  in  1900.  Improvement  in  housing  conditions,  sanitation 
and  better  mothercraft  have  all  contributed  to  this  reduction  of 
mortalit}  of  infants  and  of  these  there  is  no  doubt  that  a 
better  standard  of  mothercraft  and  a better  understanding  of  the 
needs  and  ailments  of  infants  has  made  the  greatest  contribution. 
The  steady  and  continuous  educational  influence  of  the  child 
welfare  centres  and  the  teaching  of  the  health  visitors  in  the  homes 
have  been  effective  in  raising  the  standard  of  infant  care. 

The  following  table  gives  the  infant  mortality  rate  per  1000 
births  for  this  district  during  the  past  five  years  : — - 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

31 

1950 

47 

48 

4d 

33 

DEATHS. 

Males  86  . Females  78  ; Total  164. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  was  Id  I but 
deducting  d deaths  of  persons  not  usually  resident  in  this  district 
and  adding  4.7  deaths  of  residents  which  occurred  in  other  d stricts 
the  corrected  number  was  164. 

This  gave  a death-rate  of  10.8  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
compared  with  10.1  in  1949. 

The  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was 
116  per  1,000  of  the  total  population. 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  AND  INQUESTS. 

During  the  year  there  were  eleven  deaths  (7  male.  4 female) 
registered  in  which  the  causes  of  death  were  not  certified  by  medical 
practitioners. 

there  was  one  inquest  held  and  the  coroner’s  verdict  was  suicide. 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

No  deaths  from  puerperal  causes  occurred  during  1950. 


CANCER  (MALIGNANT  DISEASE). 

There  were  51  deaths  from  this  cause,  19  males  and  12  females, 
giving  a mortality  rate  of  2.05  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  com- 
pared with  20  deaths  in  1949,  when  the  rate  was  1.32  per  1,000. 

CLASSIFIED  DEATHS  FROM  CANCER. 


Localisation 

l'J48 

1949 

1950 

Tongue  and  Mouth 

— 

o 



Pharynx 

— 

— 

— 

Oesophagus  ... 

3 

i 

2 

Stomach 

5 

9 

8 

Respiratory  Organs  ... 

8 

— 

7 

Pancreas 

o 

i 

Liver  ... 

— 

— 

i 

Intestinal  Tract 

7 

(> 

5 

Generative  Organs  ... 

— 

— 

3 

Breast 

2 

1 

2 

Other  or  Unspecified  Organs 

2 

1 

9 

Total 

29 

20 

31 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

1 35 

l.r2 

1 fi4 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASES 

Nineteen  deaths  were  attributed  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
organs  giving  a death  rate  of  1.25  per  1,000.  This  was  a reduction 
on  the  previous  year  when  the  death  rate  was  1.52  per  1,000. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  202  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified. 
These  included  1 8 cases  of  scarlet  fever,  57  of  measles,  10  of  whooping 
cough,  5 of  poliomyelitis  and  no  less  than  105  of  somie  dysentery. 

The  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  of  a mild  type  and  only  (3 
required  removal  to  hospital.  The  .5  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  also 
removed  to  hospital  and  one  of  dysentery  and  one  of  erysipelas. 

The  outbreak  of  sonne  dysentery  was  first  noticed  in  the  Irlam 
I lay  Nursery  and  the  number  of  cases  increased  so  rapidly  that  it  was 
found  necessary  to  close  the  Nursery.  During  the  closure  the 
opportunity  was  taken  to  carry  out  certain  essential  repairs  and 
structural  alterations. 
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The  following  u]>  of  the  children  involved  in  this  outbreak,  and 
other  contacts,  brought  to  light  a number  of  other  cases  in  the 
households  from  which  they  came  including  T5  adults.  A few  cases 
occurred  that  had,  apparently,  no  association  whatever  with  the 
Nursery. 

Sonne  dysentery  is  usually  a mild  infection  in  children,  but  it 
is  often  several  weeks  before  the  child  can  be  declared  to  be  free 
from  infection,  and  in  the  meantime  it  is  highly  infectious,  par- 
ticularly to  other  children.  The  diagnosis  can  only  be  made  with 
certainty  by  laboratory  examination  of  the  faeces  and  this  was 
carried  out  in  all  the  cases  notified.  This  involved  a very  large 
amount  of  work  on  the  part  of  the  Public  Health  Staff,  the  St  a 1 1 ol 
the  Day  Nursery  and  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  most  helpful 
co-operation  from  Dr.  Parker  and  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  at  Monsall  Hospital. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

During  the  year  171  children  were  immunised  for  the  first  time 
and  t>4  children,  who  had  previously  been  immunised  received 
reinforcing  injections. 

Whilst  the  proportion  of  children  of  school  age  who  have  been 
immunised  can  now  be  considered  satisfactory,  the  County  Medical 
Officer  has  recently  called  attention  to  the  figure  in  the  County 
Administrative  area  for  children  under  7 years  of  age,  of  whom 
•71  per  cent  had  been  immunised  up  to  December,  l!)70.  Although 
this  is  the  highest  figure  yet  achieved  in  the  County  area  it  is  less 
than  that  considered  necessary  to  provide  a safeguard  against 
epidemics.  The  figure  usually  regarded  as  safe  is  (}()  per  cent  for 
children  under  7 years  of  age  and  at  least  77  per  cent  of  children 
of  school  age.  In  the  area  of  Health  Division  No.  17  the  proportion 
of  children  under  7 who  had  been  immunised  by  December,  11)70 
was  73.2. 

There  is  need  for  continuing  efforts  to  persuade  parents  of 
young  children  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  have  their  children 
protected. 

As  the  immunity  against  diphtheria  conferred  by  this  treat- 
ment gradually  fades,  it  is  desirable  that  reinforcing  doses  of 
prophylactic  should  be  given  on  admission  to  school  and  again,  if 
possible,  at  or  about  the  ages  of  1)10  years. 


VACCINATION. 

During  the  year  100  primary  vaccinations  were  carried  out 
and  re-vaccinations. 
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Vaccination  is  no  longer  compulsory  ; it  is,  however,  the  only 
known  protection  against  smallpox.  Although  smallpox  only  oc- 
casionally occurs  in  this  country  due  to  the  arrival  of  infected  persons 
from  abroad,  by  energetic  action  on  the  part  of  health  authorities 
outbreaks  are  rapidly  brought  under  control,  there  is  always  a risk 
of  infection  from  a mild  unrecognised  case.  Smallpox  is  one  of  the 
most  fatal  diseases  and  in  a recent  outbreak  approximately  thirty 
per  cent  of  the  unvaccinated  persons  who  contracted  the  disease 
died.  Vaccination  of  infants  is  easily  carried  out  and  causes  very 
little  disturbance  in  the  children.  The  protection  afforded  by  infant 
vaccination  lasts  for  several  years,  it  then  gradually  fades  and 
although  not  an  absolute  protection  it  continues  to  modify  the 
infection  for  a long  period  ; parents  are  therefore  strongly  urged  to 
have  their  infants  protected  against  this  extremely  dangerous 
disease. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  deaths  from 
the  disease  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Period. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M 

F. 

M. 

F 

M. 

F 

0-1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6-10 

10-16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16-20 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-26 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26-35 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-55 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  & over 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

8 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

J 

V. 

J 

J k 

, 

V 

13 

< 

Y 

1 

10 


Particulars  of  new  cases  and  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
during  the  past  five  years  are  given  in  the  following  table: 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

194(5 

S 

1 

5 

— 

1947 

12 

5 

i 

— 

1948 

t 

i 

o 

») 

1949 

10 

•> 

♦) 

— 

1950 

i:j 

— 

i 

— 

Thirteen  cases  received  sanatorium  treatment  during  the  year. 

The  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  was  0.07  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  compared  with  0.2  per  1,000  in  the  previous  year. 

The  notification  of  tuberculos's  was  satisfactory,  and  it  was 
not  found  necessary  to  take  any  ac'  on  regarding  cases  of  neglect 
or  refusal  to  not  fy.  The  death  from  tuberculos’s  had  been  prev  ously 
notified. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  OTHER  HEALTH  SERVICES  WITHIN 

THE  DISTRICT 

1.  Services  Provided  by  the  Local  Health  At  ihokity 
(Lancashire  County  Council). 

(a)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

There  are  weekly  sessions  at  Longfield  Lodge.  Cadishead,  and 
at  the  Old  Age  Pensioners  Hall,  Princes  I’aik,  Jrlam  recentlv 
transferred  from  the  Band  Room,  Irlam.  A fortnightly  ante- 
natal clinic  is  held  at  Longfield  Lodge,  and  a consultant  ante- 
natal clinic  once  a month. 

(h)  School  Clinic. 

This  is  at  Longfield  Lodge,  Cadishead,  and  provides  a weekh 
minor  ailments  session  and  orthopaedic  and  ophthalmic 
treatment  by  appointment. 

(e)  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Regular  sessions  are  held  at  Longfield  Lodge. 

(</)  Home  Nursing. 

There  are  two  district  nurses  resident  in  the  area  whose  scr\ ices 
are  available  on  request  from  the  Medical  Practitioner  in 
attendance  on  the  patient. 
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(e)  Midwifery. 

Two  midwives  reside  in  the  district  and  are  available  for 
domiciliary  confinements  and  also  for  attendance  on  mothers 
who  have  been  confined  in  hospital  and  discharged  before  the 
fourteenth  day. 

(/)  Home  Help  Service. 

Particulars  of  this  and  all  other  services  administered  by  the 
County  Council  may  be  obtained  from  the  Divisional  Health 
Office,  33  Green  Lane,  Patricroft. 

(")  Ambulance  Service. 

The  ambulance  vehicles  and  personnel  are  stationed  on  the 
Fire  Station  premises  in  Irlam.  There  is  also  a station  at 
Patricroft. 

2.  Hospital  Services. 

There  are  no  hospitals  or  nursing  homes  within  the  Urban 
District.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treatment 
are  admitted  to  Ladvwell  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  Accidents, 
emergencies,  and  other  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  treated 
at  hospitals  in  Davyhulme,  Eccles,  Salford  or  Manchester. 

BYE-LAWS 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  the  following  matters  have  been 
made  by  the  Council  and  are  in  operation  from  the  dates  shown  : 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6th  Sept.,  1922 

New  Buildings,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  20th  Sept.,  1926 

Parks  and  Pleasure  Grounds. . . ...  ...  5th  April,  1927 

Trade  of  Fish  Frier,  made  under  the  Irlam 
(Offensive  Trade)  Confirmation  Order, 

1927  5th  Sept.,  1927 

Smoke  Abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  1st  Nov.,  1949 

Handling,  wrapping,  etc.  of  food  ...  ...  16th  April,  1950 
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TABLE  I 


IRLAM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of  Death  for  the  Year  19o0.  Classified  under  the  Headings 
of  the  Abridged  List  of  Causes. 


Causes  of  death 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

— 

— 



Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

- — 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  & Parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

I 

Cancer 

1!) 

12 

31 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

— 

o 

2 

Vas.  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10 

10 

20 

Heart  Disease 

27 

33 

60 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

4 

— 

4 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

4 

4 

8 

Bronchitis 

7 

4 

1 1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

I 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

4 

— 

4 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

— 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

9 

14 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 



— 

— 

All  other  accidents  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Suicide 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

86 

78 

164 
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Area  of  District  ...  4,717  statute  acres.  Population  (census  1931)  ...  12901. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1950 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
sanitary  conditions  and  circumstances  of  the  district  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1950. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Hopkins  was  appointed  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
as  from  1st  January,  1950.  His  services  as  a sanitary  inspector  were 
not  of  actual  benefit  until  the  month  of  May,  when  Mr.  F.  K.  Loxham 
was  appointed  clerk  in  the  department.  Since  that  date  the  real 
benefit  of  having  an  adequate  staff  has  been  fully  realised.  Most  of 
the  work  has  been  brought  up  to  date  and  it  is  now  possible  to  carry 
out  the  necessary  routine  visits  which  previously  had  to  be  left, 
due  to  the  insufficient  staff. 

At  a first  glance  the  year  appears  to  be  most  uneventful,  but 
when  one  analyses  the  results  of  the  year’s  work  there  is  just  cause 
to  be  proud  of  the  achievements  in  all  sections.  The  amount  of  work 
done  in  the  course  of  a year  and  the  improvements  effected  through 
the  instrumentality  of  a Health  Department  are  of  a much  greater 
extent  than  is  usually  realised,  but,  not  being  of  a spectacular 
nature,  are  not  generally  noticeable,  although  the  work  embraces 
a wide  field  of  activity. 

Since  the  coining  into  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  the  bulk  of  the  work  in  the  department  has  been  on 
environmental  health,  whilst  the  medical  or  personal  health  sendees 
have  been  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

It  has  been  said  that  Acts  of  Parliament  and  Public  Health 
measures  cannot  make  the  people  healthy,  they  only  make  health 
possible.  The  truth  of  this  statement  is  being  amplified  daily  in  all 
sections  of  our  work.  In  many  cases  the  ignorance  and  apathy  of  the 
public  is  the  main  enemy  of  progress. 

During  the  year  talks  and  addresses  have  been  given  on  the 
work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  to  various  organisations 
throughout  the  district.  This,  however,  only  touches  the  fringe  of 
the  problem  and  I feel  that  the  time  has  now  come  when  an  all  out 
effort  should  be  made  to  educate  the  man  in  the  street  as  to  his 
responsibilities  in  this  matter. 
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It  is  only  with  the  co-operation  and  willing  participation  of 
an  informed  community  that  further  progress  can  really  be  made  in 
the  field  of  public  health 

Work  under  the  Housing  Act,  19W>,  has  again  had  to  be 
seriously  curtailed  owing  to  the  inability  to  rehouse  displaced 
persons.  Only  hi  extreme  cases  has  action  been  taken. 

In  connection  with  the  general  repair  of  houses  there  has  been 
the  inevitable  shortage  of  materials  and  labour,  but  this,  in  my 
opinion,  has  not  been  so  acute  as  the  shortage  of  money  due  to  the 
ever  increasing  cost  of  repairs. 

In  view  of  the  present  conditions  relating  to  foodstuffs,  extra 
vigilance  has  been  kept  on  foods  being  offered  to  the  public,  to 
ensure  that  the  people  are  receiving  sound  and  wholesome  food. 
All  food  premises  are  inspected  regularly  so  as  to  deter  any  un- 
scupulous  dealer  from  offering  unsound  food  to  the  public. 

The  standard  of  the  food  premises  has  been  raised  throughout 
the  district  and  now  compares  very  favourably  with  anv  district 
in  the  country. 

Although  much  has  been  done,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  depart- 
ment to  continue  with  the  same  vigour  in  order  to  higher  the  stan- 
dard, and  to  see  that  there  is  no  back  sliding  into  the  old  methods. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  were  amongst  the  first  in  the 
country  to  adopt  and  put  into  operation  the  Model  Byelaws  relating 
to  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  I delivery  of  I'ood  and  Sale  of  Food 
in  the  Open  Air. 

The  Public  Cleansing  Service  continued  to  work  smoothly  and 
efficiently.  Throughout  the  year  the  bins  were  emptied  every  <S  or 
9 days.  The  additional  new  S.D.  Freighter  was  delivered  on  the 
22nd  1 lecember,  1950,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  the  next  annual 
report  it  will  be  possible  to  report  that  weekly  collection  has  been 
achieved  and  maintained. 

The  efforts  of  the  workmen  in  connection  with  the  collection 
of  salvage  has  been  exceptionally  good,  the  returns  being  the  highest 
on  record  for  the  district. 

In  conclusion,  I have  again  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  to  Dr.  Stocks, 
to  all  the  members  of  the  staff  and  to  employees  for  their  help 
and  support  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DESIJIv  HALF, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  amt  Cleansing  Superintendent. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

With  the  exception  of  nine  properties  in  the  Glazebury  Moss 
area,  which  are  supplied  by  the  Warrington  Corporation,  the  whole 
of  the  Urban  District  is  served  by  the  mains  of  Manchester  Cor- 
poration Waterworks  Department. 

The  supply  is  constant  and  the  quality  excellent.  The  district 
is  fortunate  in  the  fact  that  all  premises  are  supplied  direct  from 
the  mains. 


WATER  COURSES 

The  watercourses  in  the  district  have  been  kept  under  observa- 
tion throughout  the  year. 

In  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  Public  Health  Department  no 
real  improvement  has  been  made  with  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory 
state  of  Platts  Brook  and  its  tributaries. 

During  the  summer  months  numerous  complaints  were  received 
regarding  a most  objectionable  smell  emanating  from  the  Man- 
chester Ship  Canal  particularly  the  stretch  above  Irlam  Locks.  I 
am  of  the  definite  opinion  that  the  only  way  to  deal  with  this  source 
of  nuisance  is  by  a concerted  action  on  the  part  of  all  local  authori- 
ties whose  boundaries  border  on  this  water  course. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWFRAGE 

Apart  from  a few  isolated  houses  on  the  moss  area,  all  properties 
are  connected  to  the  sewers. 

The  sewage  is  received  and  dealt  with  at  the  Council’s  sewage 
works  situated  at  Lords  Street,  Cadishead,  where  it  is  treated  by 
the  Activated  Sludge  method  prior  to  discharge  into  the  River  Glaze 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

The  following  approximate  particulars  are  given  of  conveniences 
in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1950  : — 

No.  of  fresh-water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,052 

No.  of  waste-water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  pail-closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

No.  of  privy-nr ddens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

The  majority  of  the  pail  closets  are  situated  on  the  moss  area 
and  are  attended  to  by  the  occupiers. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


The  year  lias  been  one  of  steady  progress  rather  than  sensa- 
tional happenings. 

The  main  sources  of  pollution  have  been  from  causes  other 
than  smoke.  There  has,  however,  been  a welcome  improvement  in 
the  Cadishead  area  due  to  the  installation  of  new  plant  at  one  of  the 
tar  works. 

Definite  steps  have  also  been  taken  to  eliminate  the  dust 
nuisance  in  the  Cadishead  Central  Ward.  It  is  Imped  that  when  the 
new  plant  at  the  Steel  Works  is  completed  this  source  of  nuisance 
will  be  eliminated. 

When  one  considers  that  over  half  the  industrial  chimney 
stacks  in  the  district  are  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  the  improvement  in  conditions  in  connection  with 
industrial  smoke  is  very  praiseworthy.  Whether  or  not  this  is  due 
to  the  efforts  of  the  department  or  purely  economical  grounds  does 
not  really  matter.  What  does  matter  is  that  there  is  an  improve- 
ment, and  that  every  effort  will  be  made  to  maintain  that  improve- 
ment. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Council  are  now  taking  the  lead 
in  the  drive  against  domestic  smoke  by  installing  smokeless  fuel 
burning  apparatus  in  the  new  Council  houses. 

COMPLAINTS 

195  complaints  were  received  and  investigated  during  the  year. 


Summary  of  complaints  : 

Housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  67 

Obstructed  drains  ...  ...  16 

I )efective  paths  ...  ...  2 

Burst  water  pipes  ...  ...  4 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  5.3 

Vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Animals  so  kept  ...  ...  ...  I 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accummulations  ...  ...  ...  6 

Atmospheric  pollution  ...  ...  28 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  3 


The  total  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  the  above 
(including  re-visits)  was  842. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  number  of  complaints  in  connection 
with  housing  defects  is  almost  25%  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 
This  figure  may  give  rise  to  a false  impression  that  the  work  on 
housing  repairs  has  been  reduced  during  the  year.  Such  is  not  the 
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case.  On  the  contrary,  it  points  to  the  admirable  understanding 
between  the  property  owners,  the  contractors  and  the  department. 
This  may  be  illustrated  by  the  following  case  : 

Two  complaints  were  received  of  defective  and  dangerous  house 
paths  from  houses  belonging  to  the  same  owner.  The  owner  was 
interviewed,  as  a result  of  which  the  paths  of  thirty  houses  in  his 
ownership  were  relaid.  This  procedure  has  been  repeated  on  numer- 
ous occasions  during  the  year.  The  owners  are  realising  that  by  treat- 
ing blocks  of  property  instead  of  individual  houses  they  are  saving 
quite  a considerable  amount  of  travelling  time  which  the  con- 
tractor has  to  charge  for  the  job. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  picture  there  has  been  a sharp  rise  in 
the  number  of  complaints  with  regard  to  the  pollution  of  the  atmos- 
phere. Practically  the  whole  of  these  complaints  have  been  about 
the  smell  from  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  or  the  dust  from  the 
Steel  Works.  Comments  have  been  made  on  these  two  items  under 
the  headings  of  Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Water  Courses. 


NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  WORK  DONE. 

104  preliminary  and  15  statutory  notices  were  served 
during  the  year.  The  following  statement  gives  details  of  the  work 
carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Department  : 


HOUSING 

Defective  house  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  28 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Gutters  and  downspouts  repaired  ...  ...  ...  11 

Windows  and  sash  cords  repaired  25 

Ceilings  and  walls  re-plastered  ...  ...  ...  29 

Handrails  fitted  to  stairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Leaking  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  •••  29 

New  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  3 

Defective  floors  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  25 

Dangerous  firegrates  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 


Wash  boilers  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  4 

Dresser  lights  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  6 

Lavatory  basins  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Yard  surfaces  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Paths  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  63 

Yard  walls  repaired 

Hot  water  circulatory  systems  provided  or  repaired  4 
Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  9 
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DRAINAGE 

Choked  drains  cleansed  ... 
Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 
Sink  waste-pipes  repaired... 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES 

New  watercloset  basins  fixed 
Cisterns  repaired 
Miscellaneous 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Accumulations  removed 


1 I 
12 
4 


() 

Id 
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The  relationship  between  the  property  owners  and  the  depart- 
ment has  been  greatly  improved  during  the  year.  This  improvement 
has  been  brought  about  by  adopting  a more  personal  attitude. 
Owners  and  contractors  have  been  encouraged  to  visit  the  office 
in  order  to  discuss  their  problems.  The  result  of  these  discussions 
has  been  that  quite  an  appreciable  amount  of  work  has  been  done 
without  having  to  resort  to  serving  a notice.  In  some  cases  the 
owners  claimed  that  to  do  the  work  at  once  would  cause  hardship. 
Where  this  was  proved,  arrangements  were  made  to  spread  the  work 
over  a period  of  time.  The  time  allowed,  in  most  cases,  compared 
very  favourably  with  the  period  which  invariably  elapses  when  one 
is  compelled  to  go  through  the  procedure  of  statutory  action. 

There  has  been  the  inevitable  shortage  of  manpower  and 
materials,  which,  of  course,  is  not  a local  but  a national  problem. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  resort 
to  legal  proceedings  during  the  year. 


OVERCROWDING 

No  new  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  during  the  year. 
Of  the  seven  cases  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1949,  two  have  been 
rehoused,  leaving  a total  of  five  still  to  be  dealt  with. 

The  actual  overcrowding  lias  been  based  on  the  permitted 
number  for  the  house  and  not  on  rooms  occupied  by  sub-tenants, 
unless  they  are  self-contained. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  VISITS 


Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Animals  so  kept  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Civil  Defence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Council  House  applications  ...  ...  ...  10 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Dwelling  houses  re  complaints  ...  ...  ...  526 

Dwelling  houses  re  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  6 

Dwelling  houses  dirty  or  verminous  ...  ...  20 

Dwelling  houses  re  infectious  disease  ...  ...  246 

Dwelling  houses  re  Housing  Acts  ...  27 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Farms  ...  104 

Food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  222 

Inspection  of  pigs,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Canteens  and  Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Gypsies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Ice  cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Contractors,  etc.  ...  ...  72 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Public  cleansing — disposal  plant  ...  ...  ...  161 

Public  cleansing — other  visits  ...  ...  ...  57 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  470 

Smoke  abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . . 64 

Timber  licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • . 68 

Total  ...  2630 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  : 

Mechanical  factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Non-meclianical  factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Building  works,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

The  administration  of  this  Act  has  absorbed  a considerable 
amount  of  your  inspector’s  time  during  the  year. 
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A total  of  78  inspections  were  made  and  the  following  contra 


editions  noted  : 

Lack  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Absence  of  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Absence  of  doors  and /or  locks  ...  ...  ...  .‘1 

Defective  fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Absence  of  intervening  ventilated  space  ...  ...  I!) 

Redecorating  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  W.C.  basins  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Inadequate  lighting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Inadequate  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Structural  unsuitability  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Appropriate  action  was  taken  and  all  remedied  except  where 
extensive  structural  alterations  were  required.  These  outstanding 
items  were  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  the  exception  of 
those  at  one  large  factory.  The  management  of  this  factory  decided 
to  build  new  sanitary  blocks  for  practically  the  whole  of  the  factory 
but  were  unable  to  obtain  the  neeesssary  building  licence.  It  is 
expected  that  this  work  will  be  started  during  1951.  At  another 
large  factory  gradual  replacement  of  outdated  sanitary  blocks 
is  in  progress. 

At  only  one  dwelling  house  is  outwork  done  in  the  district  and 
this  was  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

The  local  authority  is  responsible  for  the  provisions  relating 
to  the  sanitary  conveniences  at  all  factories.  These  provisions  are 
contained  in  the  Sanitary  Accommodation  Regulations,  1988,  and 
prescribe  the  number  of  sanitary  conveniences  required  and  lay 
down  rules  regarding  the  siting  and  arrangement  of  same.  In  non- 
mechanical factories  the  local  authority  is  also  responsible  for  the 
provisions  relating  to  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature, 
ventilation  and  drainage  of  floors. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

The  Shops  Act,  1950,  which  came  into  force  during  the  year 
is  an  Act  to  consolidate  the  Shops  Acts,  1912-1958  and  certain 
other  enactments  relating  to  shops. 

The  Irlam  Urban  District,  having  a population  of  less  than 
20,000  is  not  a “local  authority”  for  the  purpose  of  the  Act. 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  admini- 
stration of  the  Act  within  the  Irlam  area.  Provision  is  made  for 
Urban  District  Councils  such  as  ours  to  act  as  agent  for  tin*  Countv 
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Council.  It  is  under  this  clause  that  we  administer  the  following  on 
behalf  of  the  County  Council  : 

(1)  Inspecting  records  or  notices  of  working  hours,  weekly  half- 
holidays and  intervals  for  meals  and  rest  for  young  persons 
employed  about  the  business  of  a shop. 

(2)  Observing  that  a notice  is  displayed  in  the  prescribed  form 
containing  an  Abstract  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  relating  to 
the  hours  of  employment  of  young  persons  in  every  shop. 

(3)  Observing  that  suitable  and  sufficient  (a)  means  of  lighting, 
(b)  washing  facilities,  and  (c)  facilities  for  meals  are  provided 
and  maintained  for  the  use  of  persons  employed  in  or  about 
a shop. 

(4)  Observing  that  seats  are  provided  for  female  shop  assistants 
and  that  the  prescribed  notice  relating  thereto  is  exhibited. 

(5)  Reporting  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  form 
S.A.34  in  respect  of  each  visit  to  a shop.  Each  shop  should  be 
visited  twice  during  the  year. 

We  are  not,  however,  allowed  to  take  any  action  regarding 
contraventions  but  merely  pass  the  information  on  to  the  County 
Council. 

We  do  not  administer  that  part  of  the  Act  which  deals  with 
general  closing  hours. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  the  list  of  delegated  duties  there 
is  no  mention  of  ventilation,  temperature,  or  sanitary  conveniences. 
These  items  are  contained  in  section  38  of  the  Act  and  are  the 
direct  responsibility  of  the  sanitary  authority. 

Section  72  (2)  of  the  Act,  which  deals  with  enforcement,  reads 
as  follows  : 

“It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sanitary  authority  for  every 
district,  as  part  of  their  duties  under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
to  enforce  the  provisions  of  section  thirty-eight  of  this  Act 
which  relates  to  ventilation  and  temperature  of  shops  and  to 
sanitary  conveniences. 

During  the  year  470  visits  were  made  to  shops  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Act. 

The  following  is  a brief  summary  of  the  shops  in  the  district  : 
Number  of  shops  : 

Cadishead  ..  . . ...  ...  ...  122 

Irlam  ...  ...  ..  . ...  ...  ..  123 

Total  ...  245 
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Classification  according  to  type  of  business  (in  the  case  of  a 
mixed  business  the  shop  is  recorded  under  the  main  one)  : 


Fried  Fish  and  Chips  ... 

Grocery 

Butchers 

Greengrocery  ... 

Confectionery 

Fish,  Cooked  Meats 

Off  Licence 

Chemists 

Hairdressers-  Ladies  ... 

Gents  ... 

Drapery 
Furnishings 
Hardware 
Boots  and  Shoes 
Boot  and  Shoe  Repairs 
Electrical  Equipment 
Music,  etc. 

Wallpaper,  Paints 
Jeweller... 

Sports  Outfitters 
Cycles,  Cycle  Requisites 
Handicrafts 
Photographs  ... 

Sweets,  Tobacco 
Newsagents,  Stationers 
Toys,  Fancy  Goods 
Post  Office  and  Stationers 
Fireplaces 


14 
44 

15 
17 
17 

1 

4 

7 

8 
7 

31 

5 
12 

7 

7 

4 

2 
3 
2 
2 
3 
1 
1 

12 

13 

2 

3 

1 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 

There  are  no  registered  or  licensed  slaughter  houses  in  use  in 
the  district.  Butchers  obtain  their  supplies  from  Manchester. 
Regular  visits  were  made  to  butchers’  shops  and  it  is  worthy  of 
note  that  no  diseased  meat  was  found  during  the  year.  This  speaks 
very  highly  of  the  standard  of  meat  inspection  carried  out  at  the 
Manchester  Abattoir. 

Forty-three  pigs  slaughtered  under  licences  issued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food  were  inspected,  all  of  which  were  found  to  be  free 
from  disease. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  foodstuffs  condemned 
as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  : 


Pkts.  Tins 

Lbs.  Bottles 

Doz.  No. 

Luncheon  meat 
Corned  beef  ... 

7 

72 

Bacon  and  ham 
Jellied  beef  ... 
Evaporated  and 

full 

391 

cream  milk 

10 

Jam  ... 

Tinned  fish  ... 

1 

19 

Tinned  vegetables 
Tinned  fruit ... 

33 

10 

Soup  ... 

Sultanas 

1 

3 

Chocolate  powder 

5± 

Coconut  powder 

n| 

Fondant 

14 

Frozen  eggs  ... 
Shell  eggs 

Cake  flour 

89 

42 

127 

Dates... 

Bottled  vegetables 

1 

6 

Tomato  ketchup 
Rabbits 

1 

23 

Chickens 

FOOD  PREMISES 

o 

The  survey  of  food  premises  which  was  commenced  towards 

the  end  of  1949,  was  completed  and  at  least  one  revisit  made  to 

each  premises.  222  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose 
year,  and  the  following  informal  notices  sent : 

during  the 

Cleanliness — Shops 

6 

Store  rooms 

14 

Preparation  rooms 

O 

Bakehouses 

2 

Cellars  ... 

i 

Utensils  ... 

i 

Provision  of  hot  water 

Provision  of  proper  accommodation  for  the  pre- 

13 

paration  of  food 

5 

Alterations  to  sanitary  conveniences 

4 

Provision  of  soap  and  towels... 

4 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

•) 
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Tiling,  etc. 

Drainage 

Provision  of  dustbins  ... 
Miscellaneous  ... 
Structural  defects 


s 

5 
s 

6 
7 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  informal  notices 
served  from  the  beginning  of  the  survey  and  the  number  outstanding 
at  3 1st  December,  1950. 


1 )efect 

Shops, 
Cafes  etc. 

Works 

Canteens 

Bake- 

houses 

Total 

Outstanding 
31-12-50  ' 

Cleanliness  ... 

40 

1 

5 

46 

— 

Supply  of  hot 
water 

18 

1 

2 

21 

5 

Soap  & towels 

7 

1 

2 

10 

— 

Decorating  . . . 

33 

— 

3 

36 

2 

Structural  un- 
suitability ... 

9 

1 

2 

12 

4 

Bins  ... 

12 

— 

— 

12 

— 

Defective  W.C. 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Unsuitable 

W.C 

4 

4 

1 

Drainage 

6 

— 

— 

6 

1 

Impervious 
Slab 

!) 

9 

Accumulations 

o 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Rats,  mice,  etc. 

i 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Miscellaneous 

19 

— 

4 

23 

— 

Totals 

166 

4 

18 

188 

13 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  majority  of  the  contraventions  of 
the  Act  were  cleanliness,  decorating  and  the  provision  of  hot  water. 

Further  legislation  was  introduced  in  the  district  on  18th  March, 
1950,  when  the  Council  adopted  byelaws  relating  to  the  handling, 
wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  and  the  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air, 
made  under  the  provision  of  section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938.  The  occupiers  of  all  food  premises  in  the  district  were  supplied 
with  printed  copies  of  these  byelaws  and  the  major  points  explained 
to  them.  In  addition  to  this  a meeting  was  convened  by  the  local 
Chamber  of  Trade  at  which  the  provisions  of  the  byelaws  were 
explained. 


Work  is  now  in  progress  bringing  food  premises  up  to  the 
standard  required  by  these  byelaws. 

In  only  one  case  was  it  considered  necessary  to  prosecute  the 
owner  of  a food  premises.  This  was  in  October,  1950,  when  the 
occupier  of  a shop  and  cafe  was  summoned  on  seven  charges  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1038,  and  the  Council’s 
byelaws.  She  was  fined  three  guineas  on  each  count  and  ordered 
to  close  her  premises  within  the  week.  This  order  was  complied  with 
and  the  premises  are  now  closed. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
following  details  of  samples  taken  under  the  provision  of  Section  08 
of  the  above  Act  : 

A total  of  85  samples  was  obtained,  67  were  of  milk,  and  the 
IS  others  comprised  : 


3 salt. 

2 fish  paste. 

1 bicarbonate  of  soda. 

1 blane  mange  powder. 

1 beef  sausage. 

2 cod  liver  oil. 


1 tea. 

2 sugar. 

I dessert  powder  (sweetened). 

1 semolina. 

2 aspirin  tablets. 

1 ice  cream. 


sami’i  r; 

I informal  milk 
I informal  milk 
1 informal  milk 


I informal  milk 


All  the  above  samples  were  certified  by  the  County  Analyst 
to  be  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following  : 

KKSri/r  01  ANALYSIS  ACTION  TAKKN 

Deficient  10  per  cent  fat.  \ Same  Vendor 
Deficient  5 per  cent  fat.  / notified. 
Deficient  10  per  cent  fat 
and  1.7  per  cent  solids-not- 
fat.  The  freezing  point  indi- 
cated the  presence  of  2.0 
per  cent  ext  raneous  water. 

1 (eficient  2.3  per  cent  solids- 
not-fat.  The  freezing  point 
indicated  the  presence  of 
2.5  per  cent  of  extraneous 
water. 

1 >eficient  1 . 1 per  cent  solids- 
not-fat.  The  freezing  point 
indicated  the  presence  of  )- 
0.8  per  cent  of  extraneous 
water. 

Contained  free  salicylic  acid")  Age  of  stock 
0.2  per  cent  in  excess  of  ^-queried  and  witli- 
B.P.  limit.  J drawn  from  sale. 


Local  Authority 

concerned 

notified. 

Milk  produced 
in  Cheshire. 


informal  milk 


Further  samples 
obtained. 


1 aspirin  tablets 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS  AND  ORDERS 


The  supervision  of  dairies  and  ot  the  district  s milk  supply 
continued  throughout  the  year  the  first  full  year  of  operation  of 
the  new  legislation. 

Of  the  three  dairies  in  the  district,  two  were  registered  with 
this  authority  after  structural  alterations  had  brought  them  up  to 
the  standard  required  by  this  new  legislation.  The  remaining  dairy 
was  in  the  course  of  reconstruction  at  the  end  ol  the  year. 

Samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological  and  biological  examination 
were  taken  at  frequent  intervals  and  the  following  table  gives 
details  of  these  samples  which  were  sent  for  examination  to  the 


Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester  : 

No. 

No. 

Samples 

Satisfactory 

Biological  (Tuberculosis) 

31 

31 

Bacterial  Count  and  B.  Coli 

23 

13 

Methylene  Blue 

12 

10 

Phosphatase  Test 

12 

12 

Totals  ... 

78 

66 

In  all  cases  where  unsatisfactory  samples  were  reported, 
appropriate  action  was  taken.  It  was  pleasing  to  note  that  all  samples 
were  free  from  tuberculosis  and  that  in  every  case  the  phosphatase 
test  was  satisfied,  the  latter  proving  the  efficient  use  of  pasteurising 
plant. 

When  compared  with  previous  reports  it  will  be  noted  that  the 
number  of  samples  taken  was  considerably  reduced.  This  is  due  to 
the  transfer  of  supervision  of  milk  production  at  the  farms  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  : 


Tuberculin  Tested — Dealers  ...  ...  ...  3 

Supplementary  ...  ...  3 

Pasteurised — Dealers  ...  ...  ...  3 

Supplementary  ...  ...  3 

Sterilised—  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  17 

Supplementary  ...  ...  3 


ICE  CREAM 

Surveillance  of  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  or  sale  of 
ice  cream  increased  during  the  year  and  (If  visits  were  made  in  this 
connection.  At  most  premises  the  Codes  of  Practice  were  satis- 
factorily followed. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  all  three  manufacturers  had  brought 
their  premises  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the  Heat  Treatment 
Regulations  but  this  has  necessitated  one  manufacturer  changing 
over  to  the  cold  mix  method  of  manufacture. 

«. 

The  number  of  premises  on  the  register  is  : 

Manufacturers — Pasteurising  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cold  Mix  I 

Retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

12  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  with  the  following  result  : 


Methylene  Blue 

No.  of 
of  samples 

Provisional  grade 

1 

2 

3 

4 

12 

6 

5 

— 

1 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Again  the  report  is  one  of  steady  progress  rather  than  sensa- 
tional happenings.  It  can  truthfully  be  said  that  the  rat  population 
in  the  district  is  lower  than  at  any  other  period.  This,  whilst  proving 
the  efficiency  of  the  organisation  and  the  work  of  the  rodent  opera- 
tive, does  bring  with  it  the  grave  danger  of  complacency.  Whilst 
firms  are  quite  willing  to  spend  sums  of  money  on  rat  destruction 
when  they  are  over-run  with  them,  they  are  not,  except  under 
pressure,  agreeable  to  maintain  treatments  to  keep  their  premises 
free  from  infestation.  There  is  also  the  element  who  think  that  unless 
the  rodent  operative  is  killing  “thousands  of  rats  he  is  not  doing 
his  work  efficiently.  I would  say  that  if  there  were  such  numbers  of 
rats  in  the  district  the  work  of  the  past  years  could  only  be  classed 
as  a failure. 

Having  reduced  the  rodent  population  to  a minimum  the  main 
duty  of  the  Rodent  Operative  has  been  that  of  survey  and  inspection 
and  I agree  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  when  they 
point  out  that  this  section  of  his  work  is  most  important  and  must  be 
given  priority  over  third  party  work  if  we  are  to  prevent  a rapid 
increase  in  the  rat  population. 

Maintenance  treatment  of  the  sewers  were  carried  out  in 
February  and  August.  The  results  were  found  to  be  very  satisfactory 
as  only  in  isolated  cases  were  takes  recorded. 
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NO.  OF  INFFSTATIOXS 

Type  of  Premises 

TUI' A IT.  1 > 

Rat 

Major 

s 

Minor  Mice 

Business  Premises 

‘) 

. » 

10 

4 

Agricultural  ... 

S 

32 

Private  Dwellings 

— 

1!) 

4(1 

Local  Authority  Premises  (including 
Sewage  Works,  Tip,  Depot,  etc.) 

It 

13 

Totals 

17 

74 

50 

Poisons  used  : Zinc  Phosphide 

...  , 

8 lb. 

Arsenic  ... 

4 lb. 

Red  Squill 

1 1 lb. 

Bait  Used  : Sausage  Rusk  ... 

4i  cwt. 

Bread  Mash 

4 cwt. 

Sugar  Meal 

60  lb. 

Practically  all  the  work  was  carried  out  by  arrangement  with 
the  owners  or  occupiers  and  in  no  case  was  it  neessary  to  resort 
to  the  serving  of  a statutory  notice. 


MORTUARY 

The  mortuary  which  is  situated  at  the  rear  of  the  Council 
Offices  is  maintained  by  the  department.  As  a general  routine  it 
is  cleansed  weekly  and  after  each  use.  The  mortuary  attendant  is 
also  responsible  for  maintaining  supplies  of  clean  sheets,  soap  and 
towels,  and  rubber  gloves,  etc.,  for  the  use  of  the  doctors  con- 
ducting post  mortem  examinations. 

The  mortuary  has  been  in  use  on  eleven  occasions  during  the 


year.  The  details  are  as  follows  : 

Cause  of  death 

Number 

Natural  causes 

10 

Suicide 

1 

PETROLEUM  CONSOLIDATION  ACT,  1928-1933. 

2d  Licences  to  store  petroleum  were  renewed  during  the  vear. 
One  new  application  was  made  to  store  petroleum  spirit  in  an 
underground  tank.  The  new  installation  was  found  to  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Act  and  a licence  was  issued.  Alterations 
were  carried  out  to  two  of  the  existing  installations  during  the  year. 
Both  were  completed  under  the  supervision  of  your  Inspector. 

One  licence  was  issued  for  the  storage  of  Calcium  Carbide. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTIONS 

Two  hundred  and  forty-six  visits  were  made  to  households  in 
connection  with  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

The  following  are  details  of  disinfections  carried  out  bv  or  on 
behalf  of  the  department  : 

Number  of  rooms  fumigated  ...  ...  ...  31 

Lots  of  bedding  (removed  to  Ladywell  Isolation 
Hospital)  for  disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  library  books  disinfected  ...  ...  24 

The  rooms  are  fumigated  with  Formaldehyde  after  the  patient 
has  been  removed  to  hospital,  or  if  nursed  at  home,  when  the  patient 
is  certified  free  from  infection. 

The  library  books  are  also  fumigated  with  Formaldehyde  prior 
to  returning  to  general  use. 

When  cases  of  infectious  disease  occur  supplies  of  disinfectant 
are  issued  free  if  applied  for  by  the  householder. 


DISINFESTATION 

The  following  infestations  were  successfully  dealt  with  using 
either  Zaldecide  or  Gammexane  : 

Crickets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Wood  worms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

' Cockroaches  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Although  there  was  no  improvement  during  the  year  with  regard 
to  the  time  lapse  between  collections  the  foundations  were  laid  for  a 
weekly  collection  to  be  put  into  operation  from  1st  January,  1951. 
Delivery  of  the  new  S.D.  freighter  was  taken  on  22nd  December, 
1950.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  addition  of  this  vehicle  will  make  it 
possible  to  give  the  ratepayers  that  service  to  which  they  are  justly 
entitled. 

The  usual  procedure  of  serving  notices  on  the  owners  or 
occupiers  under  the  provisions  of  section  75  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1930,  for  the  renewal  of  defective  dustbins  has  always  been 
the  policy  of  the  Council.  On  7th  February,  1950,  the  owners  of 
certain  property  in  the  district  appealed  against  a notice  served 
on  them  under  the  afore-mentioned  section  on  the  grounds  of  hard- 
ship. The  court  upheld  the  appeal,  as  a result  of  which  the  Council 
decided  to  change  their  policy  and  adopt  that  of  making  a definite 
rate  charge  to  cover  the  cost  of  replacements.  The  new  scheme  was 
put  into  operation  as  from  1st  April,  1950.  Since  that  date  256  dust- 
bins have  been  supplied  by  the  Council. 
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On  1st  May,  the  incineration  plant  broke  down  and  was  found 
to  be  incapable  of  being  repaired  at  a reasonable  cost.  Since  then 
the  whole  of  the  refuse  has  been  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 
During  the  year  the  aim,  in  conjunction  with  the  Surveyor’s  Depart- 
ment has  been  to  tidy  up  the  sewage  works  site  by  filling  in  and 
levelling  off  what  were  previously  useless  parcels  of  land.  Apart  from 
obtaining  planning  consent,  no  progress  was  made  during  the  year 
in  connection  with  the  acquiring  of  land  at  Lords  Street,  Cadis- 
liead,  for  the  new  tip. 

Again  the  policy  of  inviting  the  workmen  to  informal  meetings 
to  discuss  matters  relating  to  the  service  has  been  adopted.  It  is 
pleasing  to  record  that  on  no  occasion  was  the  department  under- 
staffed due  to  workmen  leaving.  In  fact  it  can  safely  be  said  that 
the  present  team  of  workmen  are  a really  well  balanced  team  of 
experience  and  youth,  such  as  is  rarely  met  with  in  these  days  of 
labour  difficulties. 

CLEANSING  COSTS  AND  STATISTICS 

Total  weight  of  household  refuse 
collected 

Method  of  disposal  : 

(a)  Incineration 

(b)  Controlled  tipping 
Population 

Weight  per  1,000  population 
Number  of  houses  and  premises. . . 

Approximate  number  of  bins 
emptied  each  cycle 
Average  length  of  haul  ... 

Net  expenditure  : 

(a)  Collection 

(b)  Disposal  ... 

(c)  Provision  of  Dustbins  ... 

Net  cost  per  ton  : 

(a)  Collection 

(b)  Disposal  ... 

Net  cost  per  1 ,000  population  : 

(a)  Collection 

(b)  Disposal  ... 

Note.  The  above  figures  do  not  include  income  from  the  sale  of 

salved  materials. 


5,210  tons. 

750  tons  = 14.4  per  cent. 
4,460  tons  = 85.6  per  cent. 
15,140. 

344.1  tons. 

4,351. 

4,465. 

\\ — 2 miles. 


£3,904  h 

41 ,488  ^ £5664 

° £-72  J 

14s.  11.84d.\  j. 

5s.  8.54d.  / 0 S,:iSd- 


£257  17s.  2d.  \ rorc  0 
£98  5s.  8d.  / £3i>6  2 
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SALVAGE 

The  income  from  the  sale  of  salved  materials  has  beaten  the 
record  set  up  last  year  by  £50. 

The  total  tonnage  is  less  than  the  previous  years.  This  decrease 
in  weight  is  due  to  the  fact  that  no  cinders  or  glass  cullet,  etc., 
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were  sold  during  the  year.  The  only  individual  increase  has  been  on 
waste  paper  ; the  collection  for  the  year  being  157  tons  as  against 
133  tons  in  1949.  The  amount  of  rags  collected  is  practically  the 
same.  There  is  only  6 cwts.  difference  over  the  two  periods. 

Taken  by  and  large  the  year  under  review  has  been  the  most 
successful  up  to  date,  and  I would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  sterling 
efforts  of  the  workmen  in  this  connection. 


'l'lie  details  of  material  collected  and  sold  during  the  year  an 


T 

e. 

o. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper 

1 57 

17 

0 

020 

14 

0 

Rags  

10 

1 1 

*> 

*> 

1 32 

6 

0 

Bones 

1 

8 

0 

8 

1 

0 

Metals 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

0 

Miscellaneous 

15 

0 

5 

0 

Totals  

171 

15 

i 

1069 

7 

9 

Bonus  for  paper  . . . 

... 

17 

0 

0 

Total  Income  ... 

/l  086 

7 

9 

Summary  of  the  district  salvage  efforts 


Year 

Weight 
tons  cwt. 

qr. 

Increased 

Collection 

Allowance 

£ 

Bonus  on 
Paper 
£ 

Value 

£ 

1942 

168 

11 

3 





659 

1943 

174 

10 

0 

— 

787 

1944 

99 

10 

1 

— 

— 

612 

1945 

83 

10 

0 

— 

— 

468 

1946 

102 

19 

1 

11 

— 

409 

1947 

129 

15 

1 

15 

— 

463 

1948 

129 

6 

0 

27 

— 

633 

1949 

191 

1 

0 

57 

— 

979 

1950 

171 

15 

1 

— 

17 

1069 

1250 

18 

3 

1 10 

17 

6079 

£6,200 
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Total  weight  of  materials  recovered  : 


tons 

Paper  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  839 

Tins  134 

Glass  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 

Textiles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Scrap  metals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Bones  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 


1250 
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